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ment for the many wars carried on 
by them. The people are now called 
upon by imperious necessity to con- 
sider to what a tremendous crisis, our 
miitoiis wars/ and enormous expendi- 
ture's are' rapidly conducting us ; to 
pause in the midst of our career before 
it is tpp late, and to try to avert 
the. -danger, while yet it may be in 
the ; power of rulers and people to 
prevent ageneral crash. Deep thought- 
fulness, and not feasting, or illumina- 
tions, or the parade of religion, should 
characterize the present period ! 

As among the prominent transactions 
of the month, we can scarcely avoid 
mentioning the uproar which lias taken 
place at Covent-garden theatre, for 
several successive nights, on its re- 
opening, after having been destroy- 
ed last year : by fire. The contest with 
the 'managers, is on account of a 
demand for an advance, in the prices 
of- admission, and for employing a 
noted Italian singer in preference to 
English performers. As a resistance 
to imposition and to the extravagant 
salary paid to the singer, we might 
applaud this opposition if we did not 
perceive a considerable portion of that il- 
liberahty against foreigners, for which 
the English nation is notorious, mixed 
up in it; and if we did not think that 
theatrical contests are of quite too tri- 
vial importance, and unworthy of en- 
gaging public attention in the midst of 
our present pressing difficulties. It is 
among the symptoms of a tilling em- 



pire, when the people neglect the se- 
rious consideration of their public af- 
fairs, to be engrossed with the concerns 
of mimic scenery, in the downfall of 
the Greek empire, in the 6th Century, 
Constantinople and the. empire were 
disturbed by the green arid, blue fac- 
tions at the Hippodrome, , the place 
of amusement oi . that day. Gibbon, 
ri counting the commotions of these 
rival tactions, pointedly remarks, "As 
long as the party was successful, its 
deluded followers appeared careless 
of private distress or public calamity. 
It was the license, without the free- 
dom of democracy." 

We- understand, that several objec- 
tions, to the political discussions nhick 
appeared in lids Magazine, have from 
time to time been setU for insertion ta 
the editors of the Neu,s-papers in this 
town, but they Imve declined -entering 
into the amtroversij. Confiding in the 
omnipotence of truth over error, as 
friends to fair discussion, and desi- 
rous' that the present crisis skoutd be 
illustrated by the temperate examina- 
tion of (he passing events, in every 
point of view, y:e give notice,, tltat ice 
ure willing \o admit into our' puges, 
remarks eontrmerting the tine. of po- 
liticswhich vte have adopted, provided 
they are written with decorum and Mo- 
deration, and of such a length as not 
to interfere Kith that portion, ivhich 
in our miscetianeous urrangeM'.M, can 
be spared to politics. 
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Duel between Lard Cmtlereagh and 
Mr. Canning. 

A Duet was foughton tlie morning of the 
2Ut Stptember between Lord Castle- 
reagh and Mr. Canning. In consequence 
of a misunder3tauding which has long 
subsisted between the parties the)' met 
this morning, by appointment, at six 
o'clock, on Putney Common. Lord Yar- 
mouth was the bearer of the challenge 
from Lord Castlercauh to Mr. Canning, 
ai$ also the friend who attended his 
Lordship to the ground. 

Charles Rose Ellis, esq. a West 
India Merchant, attended as the second 



of Mr. Canning. On each firing a shot 
no harm was done ; and Loid Castlereagh 
not acknowledging himself satisfied, the 
parties proceeded to fire asain, without 
exchanging a word. Lord Castlereagii's 
second shut passed through Mr. Canning's 
thigh M'ithoutcoiviing in contact with the 
bone, and thus the affair finished. /Lord 
CJstlereash and his friend drove imme- 
diately to White's, in St. JaflK'S's-street, 
and there breakfasted. Mr. Canning 
was immediately conveyed home, and 
did not experience much pain. After 
his wound was dressed, tic Wrote a- few 
lines toa relation in the city, to the follow- 
ing elites ; — 
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" After the affair of this morning, you 
will be anxious to learn how I am, I 
therefore inform you, that I have re- 
reived a slight Wound in the tbiah. My 
Surgeon informs me, that it will not re- 
quire more than three weeks' confinement 
tor set me on my less again. 

There are various reports in circu- 
lation as to the immediate cause of the 
duel, but none can be fully relied upon. 
All that is known is, that the parties have 
not been on friendly terms for some 
months. By some it is said, that Mr. 
Canning was desirous of Lord Chatham's 
being brought to a Court Martial, and 
that Lord Castlereigh opposed it." 

MB. ELLISTON AND MISS COLSOW. 

On the morning of September 5th, about 
two o'clock, Collinsbourn, one of the 
officers of Union Hall, having received 
information that some persons had been 
conveyed in a wounded state into a house 
in Belvidere-place, St. George's-fields, 
aud that the report of two pistols had been 
heard, immediately went to the house. 
On demanding admission he was refused, 
and it was not till he attempted to force 
open the door that it was opened. The 
officer proceeded directly up stairs, and 
in the front room of the upper story he 
discovered a young gentleman in bed, 
apparently in great agony, in conse- 
quence of a wound which he had received 
in the side ; in the back room on the same 
floor was a young lady in bed, also in 
a wounded state. CoLlingbourn imme- 
diately sent for Mr. Wagstaff, a Surgeon, 
wljo on examining the wounded persons, 
said that the gentleman had received a 
wound on the right side of his body, with 
a pistol ball, and that the ball had en- 
tered just beneath the lower rib; the 
lady had also received a wound on the side 
apparently with a pistol shot. It appear- 
ed that the gentleman had paid his ad- 
dresses to the young lady for about three 
months ; they had been out together 
spending, the jevening, and returned from 
the city about twelve o'clock to the house 
of the father of the gentlemen, in Belve- 
dere-place, in a. hackney coach. Just 
before the coach reached his father's door, 
he discharged one pistol at his companion 
and another at himself ; fortunately, the 
young lady's wounds are not considered 
dangerous; his own are of a more serious 
nature. Fearing that he had not com- 
pleted his purpose, he contrived to swal- 
low a quantity of opium soon after he was 
taken out of the coach. It is supposed 
that jealousy was thecause of this, rash 
act. Both the parties are under twenty 



years of age. Goff, another of the 
police-officers, is with the parties, till fur. 
ther information can be obtained relative 
to this melancholy transaction. 

Uniom-hali,.— We have beard that the 
young gentleman who attempted to shoot 
himself and a young Lady who was with 
him, in a hackney-coach, in Belvidere- 
place, is the son ajf Mr. Elision, of Bel- 
videre-place, and the young Lady a Miss 
Colson, a respectable young woman, 
whose friends reside in the Borough, 
Several persona who bad some know- 
ledge of the transaction weie exam- 
ined yesterday before the Magistrates 
of Union-hall. 

— — Hulston, driver of the hackney- 
coach, No. 278, stated that he was called 
off the stand in the Minories on Monday 
night, about eleven o'clock, by a gentle- 
man and two ladies ; he was desired to, 
drive to Crooked lane, where the ladies 
got out; one of them however returned 
and again got iuto the coach with the 
gentleman, who desired him . to drive to 
Belvidere-place, St. George's-fieids ;—» 
when he arrjved withiu two or three doors 
of the house where he was ordered to set 
them down, he was alaimed by the re- 
port of a pistol in the coach, and imme- 
diately after by a second, and heard the 
gentleman exclaim " Oh, can you for. 
give me in your dying moments ?" the 
lady answerd "Yes, yes, yes ;" he stop- 
ped bis horses, ami getting of his box, 
ran to look for a watchman; on his re- 
turn he found his coach empty and a per- 
son informed him that the lady and 
gentleman were in the house, and that 
no harm was done ; in searching amongst 
the straw of his coach, afterwards, he 
found a pair of pistol-hags. 

Mr. John Taylor lives at No. 42, 
Belvidere-place, was sitting with his 
family, a little before twelve o'clock, on 
Monday evening, when he was alarmed 
by the report of two pistols; he ran out 
to see what was the matter, when he per- 
ceived a coach standing near the door, 
without any person on the box ; he went 
up to the coach and opened the door, 
when by the light of a candle he per- 
ceived Mr. Elliston and Miss Colson, 
the latter apparently faulting; he shut 
too the door again, and going to the horses, 
drew the coach close up to Mr. Klliston*s 
door ; the family were by this time alarm, 
ed, and he assisted in, getting them out 
of the coach ; Mr,. Elliston was begging 
to be forgiven, saying he had no intention 
to hurt her; she answered— Yes, yes^ 
she forgave him. Mr. Taylor went for 
the surgeon, aud on his return, on search- 
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log the coach, he found a pistol bullet in 
the back part of tbe seat, he saw no ap- 
pearance of blood, but saw tbe mark of 
tbe powder on the woman's dress. 

Mt. Wagstaff a surgeon, said he was 
called on Monday night about twelve 
o'clock, to go to Mr. Elliston's house 
to examine two persons who were sup- 
posed to be seriously hurt ; he went and 
found Miss Olson sitting on the bed 
part/y undressed ; on examining her per- 
son, he found she had received a contused 
wound on the right side, which was very 
much inn,' jled and swelled ; her cloaths 
were perforated >n several places, and 
from their appearance, and from the ap- 
pearance of the wound, he had no doubt 
it was inflicted with some sort of fire arms. 
After having dressed her wound, he was 
desired to attend Mr. Eliston •, he found 
him lying on a bed ; he had a wound 
inflicted by a hall in his right side; tbe 
ball had struck upon his ribs just below 
the breast, and. gone off slanting, with- 
out having penetrated the abdomen. The 
wound was very much inflamed and 
swelled, but the witness did not appre- 
hend any immediate danger ; from some 
expressions which fell from Mr. Eliston, 
however, the witness was fearful he had 
taken something of a poisonous nature ; 
and after being repeatedly pressed on 
the subject, he acknowledged that find- 
ing the ball had not taken effect, he 
had contrived to swallow a quantity of 
opium. Mr. Wagstaff had questioned 
Miss Colson respecting tbe firing of the 
pistol, she said that Mr. Eliston, had 
desired her to look out at the window 
to see if the coachman was not gone 
past the house ; whilst her head was out 
at the window, she heard the report of 
the pistol, but did not at first know that 
she was wounded ; nor was she much 
alarmed, till she heard the second re- 
port, and saw the flash in the coaub, when 
■be screamed out The wituess did not 
consider either of the parties to be in 
immediate danger. The pistols vftve de- 
livered to Mr. Wagstaff on Tuesday 
morning, by a younger brother of Mr. 
Ellistou. 

It is said that a plan is in agitation with 
some merchants at Liverpool to revive the 
nefarious slave trade under foreign colours, 
but that the friends to the abolition fully 
awake to the interests of humanity are 
taking measures to prevent the evasion 
of the law, which so highly to their credit 
was the last act of the Grenville adminis- 
tration. VVe have also another instance 
of tbe vigilance of the Abolitionists. 



A short time ago, Mr. Roscoe, of Li- 
verpool, received an anonymous letter, 
informing him that six black slaves bad 
been thrown into prison by a Portu- 
guese Captain, upon alleged actions of 
debt; but iu reality because he found that 
they were free on their arrival in England, 
and he hoped by this expedient to detain 
them until his vessel should be ready to 
sail. Having verified the fact, Mr. Roscoe 
Sent a person to baiJ ail the actions. An 
order was accordingly issued for the dis- 
charge of the prisoners, when it was dis- 
covered that the Portuguese Captain had 
mustered about 100 of his countrymen to 
seize the blacks by force on their exit 
from prison. Application was instantly 
made to the Magistrates, who took the 
Captain into custody, bound him to his 
good behaviour, and restored the poor 
blacks to tbe enjoyment of their newly 
acquired liberty. 

At tbe anniversary of the Suffjilfc 
Humane Society, the life boat was launch- 
ed, and every effort to sink her was 
attempted, bnt in vain; when she was 
filled with water she gave additional proof 
of her stiffness and security. Captain 
Manhy's experiments were repeated, for 
securing a communication between the 
shore and a stranded Vessel, with the 
greatest success, A shot was fired, with 
the rope attached to it 190 yards. The 
wind on the side, the shot '241b. with 8oz. 
of powder; another of the same weight 
in the face of the wind 180 yards distance 
with iOoz. of powder. 

The following well authenticated nar- 
rative was read before the society : 

Dec. \6ik, 1808. Edward Kills and 
three other men were in a small boat 
searching for anchors, off Lowestoft. 
They saw a wreck on the home sand. 
They immediately rowed to her and found 
her lying on her side, with the sea break- 
ing over her ; nine persons were on the 
wreck, who had lashed themselves on her 
side; amon? these were two wotaeq, and 
a Child about seven months old, who were 
nearly perished with cold and wet. They 
were all brought to the shore by the 
assistance of the boat in which Ellis w"as, 
and another which came to their help. 
But the conduct which merits peculiar 
attention was that of Ellis. The boat 
could not go close to the wreck ; the 
persons were therefore obliged to be 
dragged through the water from" the wreck. 
The child was pulled through the water 
quite naked. As soon as it was in the 
boat, though it discovered no symptoms 
of life, Edward Ellis stripped off his own 
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flannel waistcoat and a great coat and put 
them upon the Child, and with this cover- 
ing carried her to shore. As soon as they 
were landed James Farrier, Juri. carried 
the child, apparently dead, to the h.mse 
of.M.i.-tha Lougstarf, widow, who resides 
on the beach of Lowestoft. Having heard 
that warmth and, rubbing were the most 
effectual methods of restoring those who 
seemed to be drowned, Martha Long- 
staff immediately shipped herself and 
placed the child close to her own body, tn 
a warm bed. In three quarters of an hour, 
the child breathed, and in a short time 
after was restored to her friends. She 
is the daughter of William arid Amie 
.Stephens of Bridlington, Yorkshire. The 
Vessel was completely lost. 

COVEMT GARDEN THEATRE, LONDON. 

Tiie pit of the new theatre is very 
sptcious, and the two galleries ace 
comparatively, small. The lower con- 
tains from 800 -to 900 persons, the 
upper from 200 to 250. The upper 
gallery is divided into five compart- 
ments, and may be considered a tier 
of five boxes, with a separate door 
at the back to each ; these doors 
open into a spacious lobby, one side 
of which is the back of the gallery, 
and the other the exterior wall of 
the theatre, with the windows into 
the street. The lobby to the middle 
gallery beneath is similarly situated. 
One great advantage attends this con- 
struction; in summer, the doors of 
the galleries, and the lobby windows, 
being left open, the audience in those 
parts cannot be oppressed by the 
heat, as in the former theatre. Un- 
der the gallery is a row of private 
boxes, constituting the third tier. — 
They consist of 26 in number, with 
a private room behind each. The 
access lo these boxes is by a beau- 
tiful staircase, exclusively appropriated 
to them, and not connected with any 
other part of the house, with also a 
lobby, exclusively, spacious and mag- 
nificent in the extreme. The carpet- 
ing was laid clown in these boxes 
on Satarday ; but the furniture, of 
each, and also of the adjoining rooms, 
will be according to the taste of the 
several occupants, among whom are 
some of the Royal Dukes, and the 
leading persous of rank and fashion 
in the country. The lower boxes 
appear to be upon the same plan of 
those in the old house. There is 



an additional seal ; each box will 
thus hold 12 persons, being three 
more tna:> in the old house. Tne 
grand stair-case, from Bow-street, to 
the boxes, is most superb, and in 
extent greatly exceeds that of the 
opera-house. 

The front of the stage is surmounted 
with the royal arms, and the pillars 
at the sides are plain and elegant. — - 
The fronts of the boxes are painted 
of a cream colour, with Greek or- 
naments in gold, upon a pmk ground, 
and gold mouldings. The bo'xes are 
supported by gold fluted columns. — 
There are three rows of seats in each 
box, with coverings of light blue. — 
The three circles of boxes are to be 
lighted by chandeliers, elegantly 
mounted. 

The seats in the pit are each placed 
a little above the other, so as to 
raise the eye of each person com- 
pletely above the head of the per- 
son in front of him. Each seat is 
25 inches in depth. They are cover- 
ed with light blue cloth, edged with 
scarlet. 

The entrance hall, from Bow-street, 
is of stone, 40 feet square, from whence 
a grand stone staircase, 18 feet wide, 
ascends to the boxes. There are 
stone landings on each side, orna- 
mented by red porphvry columns, 
with white marble capitals and bases. 
The walls are white veined marble. 
Beyond this, an anti-room, is decorat- 
ed by red porphyry pilasters, with 
gold capitals and bases. Opposite the 
entrance of this room, at the farther 
end, is a statue of Shakspeare, by 
Rossi, seven feet high, placed on a 
pedestal of yellow Sienna marble. 
The corridors, which lead from the 
anti-room, andsurround the boxes, are 
nine feet wide, and paved with stone. 
The saloon adjoining is 60 feet long. 
It is ornamented by red veined marble 
pilasters at each side, and paintings in 
cliiara oscuro at each side. Sofas are to 
be placed in it of scarlet, bordered 
with black velvet. 

The entrance from the piazza is by 
a double flight of stone steps, lighted 
hy antique lamps, on tripods of 
bronze. 

Jn.the corridors and saloon the pre- 
vailing colour is green. 
By means of a pipe brought down 
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to a closet in the anteroom, and com* 
municating with a reservoir at the top 
of the theatre, a great quantity of wa- 
ter may be obtained in a short time, 
in the event of fire. In another part 
of the theatre a pipe is also placed 
communicating with a reservoir at the 
bottom of the edifice. The party walls 
are five feet thick. 

There is not a point of the house, 
before the curtain, that does not com- 
mand a complete view Of the stage ; 
nor a point in which a word, distinctly 
spoken on the stage, is not perfectly 
audible to the remotest extremity. 
The stage is also adapted in a peculi- 
ar degree, for the display of scenic pro- 
cession, having extraordinary depth in 
the rear, as also Jarge spaces at the sides 
to an extent greatly exceeding those 
of the late theatre. 

The price of the boxes is raised. from 
6s. to 7s,. british. — the pit from 3s. 6d. 
to 4s. — galleries are as formerly. 

The rise of the prices has occasi- 
oned a very determined resistance from 
the public, who express their disappro- 
bation by such a combination ef infer- 
nal noises, from tin trumpets, bugle- 
horns,, catcalls, whistles, &c. &c. during 
the time of performance of the plays, 
that as yet the actors have only been 
aJbletoexhibitindumbshow. lhe Bow- 
street officers have been brought in 
to take up some of these noise ma- 
nufacturers, and having been guilty 
of more roughness in the business, than 
was esteemed legal, it is thought they 
will be punished for vigour exerted 
beyond the law, a privilege luckily as 
yet confined to a favoured lew. In 
act the only real riots committed as yet 
on the occasion bave been by these 
officers and their adherents. 

FATAL CATASTROPHE. 

"Raleigh, North Carolina, America. — > 
" A young man in that county, of 
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the name of Win. Parker, had for two 
or three years paid his addresses to a 
Miss Dolly Griffin, and the marriage 
of the parties was expected; recently, 
however, Miss G. had discarded him. 
On the 5th, they, with some other 
company, dined at Mrs. Harris/s, where 
Parker behaved towards Miss G. with 
some rudenefs. His conduct, and some 
expressions which fell from him, ex- 
cited her suspicions that he intended, 
her some serious mischief'; and she in* 
vited two of her female friends to ac- 
company her home. When they had 
nearly reached her mother's, Parker 
came out suddenly from an angle of 
the fence, and presenting a gun at Miss 
G. shot her through the arm, and 
lodged the contents in her side. She 
fell instantly ; and the horses rode by 
the other young ladies being fright- 
ened, they were also thrown. Parker 
then began very deliberately to re- 
load his gun ; the young ladies, bereft 
by their fears of the power either of 
flight or resistance, entreated him not 
to kill them. He told tbem he had 
no such intention; that he was then 
loading for himself, and asked one of 
them tor a corner of her shawl for wad- 
ding, which he tore off. When he had 
finished loading, he placed the muzzle 
to his breast, and sprung the trigger 
with his foot ; it missed tire ; he then 
pecked the flint, and on the second 
attempt the load entered his breast ; 
he tottered to the fence, against which he 
leaned in much agony, and desired the 
young ladies to pray for him. He then 
walked towards the dying Miss Griffin, 
and fell beside her. Both expired in afew 
minutes. Miss Griffin was a young wo- 
man of merit, and the only child of a 
widowed mother, Who heard the cries 
and firing, and came to the place just in 
time to see her daughter expire. Parker 
was notorious for possessing aviolent and 
ungovernable temper." 
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ULSTER. 

On Wednesday last, a meeting of 
the inhabitants of Belfast was held in 
the Exchange-Rooms, pursuant to pub- 
lic notice, for the purpose of taking 
into consideration the best manner of 
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celebrating the 25th of October, in 
honour of his Majesty's entering into 
the 50th year of his reign. Mr. May, 
the sovereign, presided on theotcasion; 
and after some preliminary conversa- 
tion, it was moved, that lW inhabitants 



